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Evolution of  Solr-Powered Catalog at 
Yale (‘Yufind’)

Prototype: 
800,000 
records,  
4/08

8 million 
records, 
7/08

Usability 
assessment. + 
some 
development 
work 12/08 -
3/09

‘Production’ 
upgrade 9/09-
12/09

Analysis of 
non-Western 
language 
issues, 1/10-
6/10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide just shows the time frame,  I won’t go into any detail about what we did at the different phases. The point is that we began experimenting with Solr-powered VuFind in 2008, gradually turned it into a public beta that we call Yufind. 

There were three of us at first who co-authored a position paper in 2008 that helped get things off the ground: myself a metadata librarian with a background in Hebrew text analysis, Jeff who’s part of today’s panel, a senior research analyst, and Katie Bauer, who’s not here today, who’s director of Usability for the Yale Library. 

The position paper laid out the reasons for moving to a Solr-powered library catalog. For example, bibliographic data use tightly controlled taxonomies which leads to clean, powerful facets. Solr gave us an opportunity to move the structured fields from deep inside the record where no one used them and turn them into navigational aids. Relevancy ranking was much better than what our current system offered. And even though we weren’t able to get improvements in multilingual support out of the box, we knew that the plug-in architecture of Lucene would open up opportunities down the road. 

In 2010, thanks to a grant from the Arcadia Foundation, we were able to study options for improving indexing and discovery of non-Western languages and scripts. 
 
 

 








Language Challenge
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The Yale Library includes around 8 million volumes. This slide shows a break-down by language. We’ve calculated that the collection includes 650 languages in dozens of scripts . This seems like a lot until you realize that the Ethnologue Web site catalogs 7,413. 

English (the orange slice) on the slide is only 54% of the collection. The top five are English German, French, Spanish, and Chinese. The tail is very long however. If you could see the bottom of the list (and the thinnest wedges, as bracketed in the slide), you’d find instances of Phoenician, for example,  Hittite, and Vai.

Transliteration as work-around not good enough, especially in Unicode environment

We need to work with native languages in their native scripts. The challenge is to apply the appropriate analysis at index and query time, most likely by identifying the Unicode code point range which trigger the correct tokenizers, stemmers, and filters.  In a few minutes Jeff will describe a technique for creating language-senstitive indexes. Given the challenge of recognizing languages based on small snippets of text (e.g., query strings), however, more research needs to be done on providing clues other than Unicode code points, e.g., user locale, as well as grouping languages into manageable clusters, as is done with CJK analysis compared with something specific to Chinese.




Example Script: Vai
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Here’s a quick glimpse of the Vai script (along with code points) which Yale has in its collection, and which a member of our project team shepherded into the Unicode Standard.

[FYI, if there’s time:

Interestingly, a new language called “Koro” was ‘discovered’ this week in Northeastern India, a highly unusual event. A member of the Tibetan Burman language family, only 800 people are believed to still speak it. According to the AFP, “Koro is so distinct from other Tibeto-Burman languages -- around 150 of which are spoken in India alone -- that the expedition team was unable to find any other language from the same family that was closely related to it.”]

Cf.: http://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/UA500.pdf

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20101005/wl_sthasia_afp/languageindiaus



Character Mapping: CJK
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“Mao Zedong”
毛泽东 Simplified
毛澤東 Traditional
毛沢東 Kanji

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Identifying  the correct set of text analysis rules for a specified code point range is part of the challenge. 

Another is to take distinctions that exist in the underlying code but don’t necessarily make a difference to our end users. This is where the concept of character mapping, something doable in Lucene in conjuntion with ICU4J, becomes important ….

In this example, we want to be able to find the same set of records regardless of which version of Chinese characters was entered at index and query time. Though we want the character variants to be interchangeable for information retrieval, based on our usability study, we may still want to give priority sorting to one set of variants depending on locale (e.g., placing simplified Chinese results above the others when searching from mainland China). 





Configuring FieldType in schema.xml
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Configuring Field Content in 
marc_local.properties
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Report Recommendations
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Here are the recommendations laid out in our report. 



Contact

• jeffrey.barnett@yale.edu
• daniel.lovins@yale.edu
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More Information

• “Investigating Multilingual, Multi-script 
Support in Lucene/Solr Library Applications” 
(June, 2010). Unpublished report for the Yale 
University Library. Jeffrey Barnett, Daniel 
Lovins, Audrey Novak, Charles Riley, Keiko 
Suzuki. 
https://collaborate.library.yale.edu/yufind/pu
blic/FinalReportPublic.pdf
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